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Countdown to Commencement
Seniors celebrate their years at Rose-Hulman
The Rose-Hulman Class of 2011 gathers at graduation practice on Thursday, May 12.
Dale Long • Rose-Hulman News
Ranjana Chandramouli • staff writer
As the days grow warmer, the home-
work piles on, and the itch for summer 
across the campus grows stronger, the 
Rose-Hulman Institute of Technology 
senior class is probably most anxious 
for the weeks to come. On Saturday 
May 28th, 2011, the Class of 2011 will 
proudly attend their commencement 
in the SRC Fieldhouse. The ceremony 
will be the 133rd commencement in the 
school’s history.
 After four years of hard work and 
dedication, students from the Class of 
2011 feel prepared and ready for the 
challenges that are ahead. Matthew 
Meyer, a mechanical engineering stu-
dent, says that, while he “has had some 
terrible days, nights, weeks, quarters 
and years, [he’s] pleased with his choice 
of Rose,” going on to note that he’s ex-
cited to be graduating with a job and 
confident that he’s prepared to do well 
from his work at Rose. 
Most nostalgic seniors echoes the ap-
preciation they had for the community 
Rose-Hulman provided them and the 
friends they have made over the past few 
years of their schooling. Theresa Henke, 
a civil engineering major, said that, be-
sides her friends, she probably miss the 
security she felt at Rose the most, such 
as the ability to leave her door open and 
not worry about items getting stolen. 
Sara Telezyn, a biomedical engineer-
ing student, indicated that “everyone 
here is willing to lend a hand and to 
help out whenever possible.” Heather 
Wiest, a mechanical engineering major, 
also says that while she is “happy to be 
done and get [her] diploma, [she is] also 
sad to be leaving behind all the friends 
[she’s] made.” 
Telezyn, a graduating biomedical en-
gineering student, said that some peo-
ple thought “she was crazy for staying 
in her hometown” to attend Rose when 
she first came here. She knew, how-
ever, that attending Rose-Hulman, the 
number one engineering school, would 
be worth being close to home. After 
four years of school here, she declares 
that “staying in my hometown to attend 
Rose was the perfect choice.”
 Holding onto their memories 
but also looking towards their bright 
futures, theses seniors attended their 
graduation practice this past Thursday 
and will be treated to a Senior Soiree on 
the Friday preceding their graduation 
ceremony. At the commencement on 
Saturday, the guests and the graduates 
will listen to the words of Michio Kaku. 
A renowned physicist and writer, Kaku 
graduated top of his class from Harvard 
University in 1968 and earned his Ph. 
D. at the University of California, Berke-
ley in 1972. 
Since then, Kaku has written numerous 
books, been featured in many documen-
taries, and has hosted radio programs, 
embracing and projecting his passion for 
science and innovation through many 
different mediums. Kaku is unique in 
that he writes about how science can be 
changed and modified imminently, push-
ing forth the idea that the advancement of 
physics and science can make seemingly 
impossible things possible in the future. 
Hopefully, his words at commencement 
and his career in science will inspire the 
ingenious and creative minds of the Rose-
Hulman Class of 2011 as they head off. 
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Get the inside scoop only in the rose thorn
pAGe 3
Discover the 
secrets to 
midnight bik-
ing in Liv-
ing!
Find out how 
to avoid the 
Percopo trap 
in today’s 
Opinions!
W o m e n ’ s 
Tennis falls in 
NCAA Divi-
sion III Tour-
nament. Find 
o u t 
m o r e 
o n 
Sports! 
Fast Five is noth-
ing less than the best 
movie of the year 
thus far. Read the full 
review in Entertain-
ment!
Who is Mr. No 
pants? Flip to 
the Flipside 
to find out 
more!
seeinG red Jumpsuit AppArAtus toniGht?
check out the rose thorn’s exclusive online coverAGe
posted After the event
thorn.rose-hulmAn.edu
Rose ThoRnThe
Rose-Hulman InstItute of tecHnology • teRRe Haute, In • Http://tHoRn.Rose-Hulman.edu • fRIday, may 13, 2011 • Volume 46 • Issue 26
InsIde tHIs Issue
page 4: enteRtaInment page 5: lIVIng page 6: opInIons page 7: spoRts page 8: flIpsIde
2 Advertisements issue 26
CM 5037, 5500 Wabash Ave.
Terre Haute, IN 47803-3999
Phone:(812) 877-8255
Fax: (812) 877-8166
thorn@rose-hulman.edu
http://thorn.rose-hulman.edu
Andrew Klusman • business
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“Working to keep the Rose-Hulman community informed by providing an accurate and dependable source for news and information.”
The Rose Thorn is a weekly publication pro-
duced by the members of  the community of  
Rose-Hulman Institute of  Technology pub-
lished on Fridays first through ninth week 
each quarter. All students, faculty, and staff  
are welcome to attend weekly meetings, held 
at 5:15pm on Wednesdays in Olin Hall.  We 
also welcome and encourage all community 
members to submit articles, photographs, car-
toons, and letters to the editor for publication.
We request that all letters to the editor be less 
than 600 words in length, and the deadline for 
content submission is 5:00 p.m. two days prior to 
publication. The editors reserve the right to edit 
submissions for clarity, grammar, length, and fac-
tual errors, while preserving the original intent of  
the submission. The editors reserve the right to 
accept content changes submitted after deadline. 
All submissions must contain the writer’s signa-
ture (electronic form is acceptable) and contact 
information. The editors reserve the right to re-
ject submissions deemed inappropriate for print.
All content should be submitted to thorn@
rose-hulman.edu or to the office of  The Rose 
Thorn in Hulman Memorial Union room 249. 
Material submitted for use in the print edi-
tion may also be included in the online edi-
tion located at http://thorn.rose-hulman.edu.
The views expressed in The Rose Thorn are those 
of  their respective authors and, with the exception 
of  the weekly Staff  View published in the Opin-
ions section, do not necessarily represent the views 
of  the staff  or the Rose-Hulman community.
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THE HUMANITIES & SOCIAL SCIENCES 
DEPARTMENT WOULD LIKE TO CONGRAT-
ULATE OUR 2011 ECONOMICS MAJORS, 
TECHNICAL TRANSLATORS, AND MINORS:
ECONOMICS 
(DOUBLE MAJOR)
Nicole Burton
Andrew Ulrey
Michael Ulrey
Shaun Wendel
Heather Wiest
TECHNICAL 
TRANSLATION
Carly Baehr
Jeff Dovalovsky
Dominic Gates
Zach Hawkins
Andrew Klusman
Eric Schulte
Michael Voll
Daniel Waters
ANTHROPOLOGY
Melissa Brumbaugh
Molly Harding
Troy Reilly
Kelsey Robin
ART
Emma Jane Carroll
Anthony Millhouse
Holly Marie Poling
ECONOMICS
Meshari Alquraini
Bradley Baber
Matthew Baber
Emma E. Barrasso
Ryan Boeckermann
William Bro
Steven Chase
Corbin Clow
Eric Crockett
Steven Harden
Kyle Harris
Joseph DeWayne Hill
Quinton J. Huffman
Mitchell Ishmael
Jason Kimmel
Jack Lee
Jose Lujan
Allison Joy Luther
Dillon A. Mitchell
Tim Murphy
Edward Norton
Charlie Olson
Cole Pearson
Tim Potmesil
Gregory Wayne Rubeck
Daniel James Shepard
Cameron Twarek
Nicholas Wahl
Kreigh Williams
GERMAN
Robert Adams
Amanda Barnett
Dan Brooks
Rufus Cordell Cochran, III
Stephanie Drenten
Timothy L. Ekl
Natalie Freienmuth
Samantha Gregory
Alexander J. Gumz
Monica C. Guzik
Andrew Horvath
Sarah Anne Jabon
Amber Knust
Tyler Kreipke
Matthew Meyer
Rachel Elizabeth Romines
Gubinder Singh Sran
Heather K. Wiest
HISTORY
Robert Laurence Withrow
JAPANESE
Guy Chriqui
Richard Chelminski
Trevor Guldstrand
Matthew Luke
Nicholas McNees
Christian C.L. Ostermeier
Troy Reilly
Stephen Sakai
Brian Joseph Sutterer
Bennie Waters
Kayla H. Yano
LANGUAGE AND 
LITERATURE
Jasmine Marie Browne
Emily Susan Dentler
Emily Meyer
Michael Patrick Rooney
MUSIC
Benjamin Lawrence Atkinson
David French
Kendra Allison Lyons
Conor Mack
Zachary Pligge
PHILOSOPHY & RELIGION
Cody Barron
POLITICAL SCIENCE
Albert Johnson
Joseph Salisbury
Lauren Wuertemberger
PSYCHOLOGY
Alice Forehand
SPANISH
Kyle Burdick
Margaret M. Clouse
Gabrielle Dernier
Jordan Eaker
Abigail Grommet
Kevin Harris
Nathaniel Jackson
Stuart Julian
Andrew Johnson
Benjamin Kehm
Jack Lee
Michael Marchionda
Tyler McKean
Nicholas McNees
Jordan Milligan
Johanna Moore
Kim Murray
Alexander J. Norton
Edward Norton
Alexander Pantages
Marie Phelan
Drake Sayre
Klara Schroederus
Annmarie Stanley
Cameron Twarek
Andrea Weber
Chadwick Welty
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Ryland Hayes pours a glass of lemonade for a customer at his 
“Team Stack the States” lemonade stand.
Alex Mullans • editor-in-chief
Richard Thai • copy editor
Students found a charitable, cit-
rusy reprieve from the humidity 
last Wednesday outside of Dem-
ing.  With some help from mom, 
dad and GA Kate Pippins, Ryland 
Hayes sold lemonade, iced tea, and 
lemon water—for five cents a swig. 
“I want to help other kids who 
have diabetes,” said Hayes.  Ti-
tled with the banner, “Team Stack 
the States,” Hayes named his lem-
onade stand after an iPhone app, 
“Stack the States,” from which he 
has learned all the US states, capi-
tals, abbreviations, landmarks, and 
neighboring states. When asked 
what his favorite country and US 
state were, Hayes replied “China 
and Nebraska, because China’s 
so big and Nebraska rhymes with 
Alaska, it looks like Utah turned 
on its side, its capital is Lincoln, 
and I like to eat sausage links.” The 
Hayes family discovered last Feb-
ruary that Ryland is afflicted with 
Type 1 diabetes—juvenile diabetes 
—a disease that affects millions 
of people including an increasing 
number of children.  In addition to 
his lemon-flavored philanthropy, 
Hayes is also participating in the 
Holiday World Walk on May 14 to 
support the Juvenile Diabetes Re-
search Foundation.
Katie Dial • staff writer
Rose-Hulman’s Triathlon Club 
held a triathlon last week, com-
prised of three events: a 400 yard 
swim, a 12.9 mile bike ride, and a 
3.1 mile run, in that order. The 
order is a safety precaution: the 
events are completed in order of de-
creasing degree of danger and dif-
ficulty, to ensure the well-being of 
all participants. The triathlon was 
open to all students, faculty and 
staff, and included a costume con-
test, the theme of which was “Nerd 
Alert.” Max Foltz, when asked about 
the costumes, replied “There was 
a costume aspect?” It appears that 
costume contest fell by the way-
side in lieu of finishing the events. 
Foltz, who finished 13th overall, 
mentioned that in the last leg, it felt 
like someone else was controlling 
his legs, and that he almost fell over 
twice. 
Whitt Somerall finished first 
overall; Shannon Cunnien finished 
as the top female participant. Car-
ly Shumate, Katherine Quigg, and 
Ania Rodriguez finished first in 
the female relay and Patrick Cun-
ningham finished as the top faculty 
member. 
The triathlon is set up to be begin-
ner-friendly, so when it rolls around 
again this time next year, students 
can participate regardless of their tri-
athlon experience, or lack thereof.
Alex Mullans • editor-in-chief
Apartments North, NewNewRes, …? 
It doesn’t have a name yet, but a new 
residence hall is firmly in the plan-
ning stages at Rose-Hulman. The Rose 
Thorn sat down with President Matt 
Branam, Vice-President of Student Af-
fairs and Dean of Students Pete Gus-
tafson, and Civil Engineering Depart-
ment Head Dr. Kevin Sutterer to clear 
the dust and get the facts on what’s to 
come.
Disclaimer: None of the information 
herein has been approved by the Rose-
Hulman Board of Trustees; as such, 
this preliminary overview is subject to 
change as plans are finalized.
The basics
The Rose Thorn: Where will the 
new residence be located?
Pete Gustafson: “Right now, the 
most probable thinking is down by the 
current Apartment[-style Residence 
Hall]. [My idea was originally] to hook 
it up [to the existing hall] because I 
thought it would save some money on 
common space, but the thinking right 
now is that it would probably be a sepa-
rate building.”
Matt Branam: “It will go roughly in 
the area [of the Apartments basketball 
courts]… eventually, the road that goes 
down to [the Apartments and the tri-
plets] will loop out through the woods 
and come back up by Percopo and 
make a kind of loop road.”
RT: How many students should the 
new residence hall accommodate?
PG: “What we want is around 150 
[students]. Some of those spaces would 
actually be singles, [because] we would 
actually have room [for them].”
MB: “Ideally, [the new hall] would 
look about like the Apartments Resi-
dence Hall. We don’t know yet, be-
cause we don’t have a cost per [bed] 
yet. We did a survey a month or so ago 
to try and figure out what the demand 
would be for additional beds on cam-
pus. Generally speaking, Rose-Hulman 
students like to live on campus; but, 
you don’t know until you’re there…. If 
we’re going to build it, it would need to 
be used. We’re scoping that out, but I 
think at least 150 beds.”
RT: How will the new residence hall 
be funded?
MB: “We’ll fund it two ways. First off 
and up front we’ll borrow the money 
and build it; this is typical modus oper-
andi. We can borrow money relatively 
cheaply and relatively easily: Rose-
Hulman has a very good credit rating 
and money is cheap at the moment for 
us to borrow. Because it is a revenue-
generating project – people will pay to 
live there – we can borrow the money 
relatively easily. In addition to that, 
we’ll attempt to fundraise for it. Typi-
cally in order to get the project up and 
running… we have to borrow the mon-
ey [and] set about to construct it while 
we try to fundraise, to get somebody to 
make a lead gift (and maybe name the 
residence hall after them or their fam-
ily)…”
RT: When do you expect to open the 
hall to students?
MB: “I want to open it in the fall of 
2012. [When] folks will come back to 
school in a year and a half from now, I 
want that residence hall to be there.”
The process
RT: Has a construction firm been 
chosen?
MB: “I’ve looked at [the project] 
with a Rose-Hulman alumnus who 
owns three companies here in the area 
and is on our Board of Trustees. He is 
the owner of Garmong Construction, 
he is the owner of a holding company 
that builds and leases buildings like 
[residence halls], and he is a partner in 
Hannum, Wagle & Cline Engineering 
Group. He’s helping us with the pro-
ject…. 
“They’re helping us with the profes-
sional services up front… how big it 
should be, how much it will cost, how 
long it will take to build it…. They will 
help us qualify architectural and engi-
neering firms to be associated with [the 
project] and we’ll go through a process 
of accepting proposals from those 
firms.”
RT: How did you get involved with 
the process? What got you interest-
ed?
Dr. Kevin Sutterer: “An invita-
tion, probably as a civil engineering de-
partment representative. We did some 
monitoring of the construction of the 
first [Apartments] residence hall….
“vI’m interested in seeing that we’ve 
got good student housing on cam-
pus.”
RT: Who is involved in the pro-
cess?
MB: “We involve as many people as 
we can; we’ve covered it with the facul-
ty [and] the staff. When we get a design 
and we know how much money we’re 
going to spend, what the schedule’s go-
ing to be, then we’ll really have some-
thing to show to people so they can give 
us some input…. We’ll be pretty excited 
to have everybody involved; it’s a very 
exciting thing to do here on campus.”
RT: Are any of the talks in this pro-
cess concerned with the sustainability 
of the new hall?
MB: “[Yes.] What we want to do is get 
two designs: one [with] what we know 
that we need, rather like the [current 
Apartments residence]; [in the other,] 
we can imagine what it would be like to 
have a LEED-certified residence hall. We 
can figure out how much it costs to take 
[the new hall] from what we have today 
to LEED-certified structure [status]. 
That’s another fundraising opportunity: 
we have a couple of alumni in particular 
who have expressed some interest in sus-
tainable [initiatives] at Rose-Hulman. 
We might talk to them about the differ-
ence, [because] quite frankly without 
someone stepping forward and paying 
for that difference, it’s going to be a real-
ly hard thing for us to do…. We do know 
that it [costs] a substantial amount of 
money to make it a LEED structure.”
The results
RT: How do these plans mesh with 
the Rose-Hulman Master Plan?
MB: “This structure is not out of sync 
with that Master Plan.”
RT: Is the residence hall committee 
going in the right direction?
KS: “I think we have a need for more 
housing on campus; it seems like stu-
dents like to live on campus and it 
seems like there’s a shortage every year. 
People seem interested in apartment-
style lodging. Typically, when a need is 
identified we tend to talk about it for a 
long time and then get around to actu-
ally doing it. In this case, folks have said 
‘we’ve got a need, let’s get on with it and 
take care of it.’ That’s good.”
Ryland Hayes raises $600 for Juvenile Diabetes Research Foundation
Triathalon gives students and faculty a breath of fresh air
Students and faculty competed in a swim, bike, and run triathalon hosted by 
Triathalon Club on  Wednesday, May 4th.
Matt Vargo • The Rose Thorn
Coming soon to a Rose-Hulman near you
New residence hall planned by President, Student Affairs Office
Kayte Johnston • monkey writer
The Gorillaz are hopefully 
warning the music industry with 
their new album by ditching the 
production masters and tangi-
ble instruments that are quickly 
becoming old school ways. Re-
corded mainly with 20 iPad ap-
plications and the sporadic use of 
actual instruments, The Fall was 
a product of 32 days’ worth of 
free time during their 2010 North 
American tour. The creation is 
closer to sluggish dubstep than 
the contagious, electronic hip hop 
that brought them success with 
“DARE” and “Feel Good Inc.” 
Throw out all elements of hip 
hop, danceability, songwriting, 
and overall musicality and the 
leftovers are close to the robotic 
clamor of this record, not to dis-
regard the fuzzy bass notes last-
ing the entirety of most tracks. 
It appears that the Gorillaz 
have written a record of eleva-
tor music to be played in their 
cartoon-robot virtual universe. 
While the more atmospheric 
“Amarillo” and “Hillbilly Man” 
could be considered real songs, 
they are among the few that do 
not pose a risk of headache or 
convulsions. Repetitiveness and 
the infinitesimal range of emo-
tion ensure that listeners will 
make no lasting connection with 
the tracks and quickly revert back 
to their worn-out copy of Demon 
Days.
Suggested Tracks: Amarillo, 
Hillbilly Man
Review rating: 1 elephant allaboutwallpapers.com
Fast Five re-establishes Fast and 
Furious saga
The Fall • Gorillaz
Emily Asman • opinions editor
You Know Who You Are started out as a slow, redundant biography 
of a young boy, Jacob Vine, experiencing a tragedy that would later 
prove to be inconsequential – his 12 year old cousin was found hid-
ing in Vine’s own basement. However, as Vine grows up through the 
course of the book, he develops into a likeable character. And, by the 
end of the book, he becomes a character that I, and most students here, 
can relate to.
In the beginning, I could not get into this story, which I mistakenly 
believed to be irrelevant. I found the main characters dull, immature, 
and undeveloped, especially the lead, Vine. However, as he grew up, 
the author, Ben Dolnick, described Vine’s experiences with his first 
crush, his changing family dynamics when his mother died of cancer, 
and his sibling rivalries that eventually turned into friendship in great 
detail. The accuracy that Dolnick portrays through his words made me 
feel, at times, like Vine lived just down the street and that I was hearing 
about Vine’s life firsthand, from his own mouth.
Overall, the first one hundred pages or so made me want to put the 
book down, but once I got into the story and Vine developed into a 
character that I was able to relate to, I found myself wanting to finish 
the book. In the final pages, Dolnick was able to write a plot twist that I 
was not expecting, which was a very nice surprise. 
You Know Who You Are’s redeeming quality is that, by the end of 
the book, he experiences most of what we (as college students) have or 
will soon experience when we graduate.  As Vine navigates his first job, 
moving out of college, and moving in with his girlfriend, I can see him 
being a person that I could be friends with due to our similar views on 
college, family dynamics, and relationships.
Review rating: 3 elephants
A book character we 
can all relate to Jason Block • guest writerThere are no opening 
credits to “Fast Five,” the 
newest entry in the panthe-
on of “Fast and the Furious” 
films. The film opens in a 
spree of exposition—set-
ting up the context of the 
film succinctly and without 
fluff. The viewer meets the 
players and understands the 
setting. And then, without 
much warning, three mus-
cle cars flip over a bus in the 
middle of the desert obtain-
ing nary a scratch.
Such is the existential 
beauty of this film. What 
made “Inception” all the 
more astounding was how 
effortlessly it transported 
us into an alternate cin-
ematic reality. In a simi-
lar fashion, director Justin 
Lin (the genius behind the 
paintball episode of the tel-
evision show “Community”) 
outlines the rules of his par-
ticular universe, and once 
those rules are established 
we have no problems ac-
cepting absurd bastardiza-
tions of physics and subtext 
as deep as the kiddie pool.
The only constant in the 
entire film series is a guar-
anteed shot of a scantily 
clad woman walking away 
from the camera in slow 
motion, so it would be a dis-
service to outline the plot of 
this film in the context of 
its predecessors. Vin Diesel 
ends up in prison for some-
thing that he did in the last 
movie, and Paul Walker and 
Vin Diesel’s sister (played 
by Jordana Brewster) break 
him out in spectacular fash-
ion which causes the trio to 
raise to the top of the FBI 
most wanted list. They seek 
refuge in Rio de Janeiro, 
where a brutal businessman 
is sitting on hundreds of 
millions of dollars in cash—
enough money to buy their 
way to a new life, and where 
Spec Ops agent Dwayne 
“The Rock” Johnson hopes 
to capture the fugitives and 
bring them to justice.
Justin Lin saw through 
this shell of a script treat-
ment. He saw a chance to 
grab a collective nation by 
the earlobes and remind 
them that action movies 
don’t have to be terrible 
when they appeal to the 
lowest common denomina-
tor. He knew that his ac-
tors had no qualifications 
(or reputable skill) whatso-
ever and that the novelty of 
street racing died with the 
second “Fast and the Furi-
ous” film.
So how did he accomplish 
this? He understands the 
storytelling concepts of pac-
ing and scope. Gone are the 
Michael Bay-esque hodge-
podges of CG destruction 
and car porn. Instead, we are 
treated to absurd sequences 
of stunt people driving cars 
like madmen and jumping 
off of things in dangerous 
ways--all without the assis-
tance of computers.
The actors appear to be 
in on the charade as well. 
While the line readings may 
be stiff, they each embody a 
pulp sensibility that typical-
ly gets lost in most modern 
action movies. Audiences 
of all shapes and sizes have 
loved watching stock char-
acters since the days of the 
commedia dell’arte in Re-
naissance Italy. Rather than 
using these stock characters 
to appeal to childish senses 
of humor (as in the most re-
cent “Transformers” film), 
Lin uses these stock charac-
ters to clearly and effective-
ly tell a simple yet complete 
story. They all endure the 
respective ebbs and flows 
in their character arcs, but 
their objectives and sub-
texts are never unclear, a 
fault of many popular films 
that get too ahead of them-
selves.
Because of this, by the end 
of “Fast Five,” the viewer 
is willing to stand idly by 
as Vin Diesel gruffly stares 
at antagonists with a stu-
pid sideways grin oft found 
on the face of a fifth grader 
and to see Paul Walker do 
almost no acting whatso-
ever. Bad guys can buy off 
entire police departments, 
Maxim models can be for-
mer Spec Ops agents, and 
the laws of gravity can be 
cheated without use of 
“The Matrix.” The world 
of “Fast Five” sucks you in 
and forces you to cheer for 
the absurd and makes sure 
you have a lot of fun doing 
it, especially when a bank 
vault is whipped around the 
streets of Rio de Janeiro by 
two Dodge Chargers like the 
tail of a Doberman.
“Fast Five” could not earn 
a higher recommendation. 
It appeals to the same inter-
nal wiring we have for pure, 
unadulterated cinema that 
drew us to “Black Swan” last 
winter. “Fast Five” isn’t a 
great film because it shows 
cool cars and pretty girls. 
It’s a great film because 
it’s an expertly constructed 
piece of popular cinema. 
Normally, it would be silly 
and arrogant to call a “Fast 
and the Furious” movie phe-
nomenal, but the world is 
changing drastically in 2011 
and as a result, “Fast Five” 
is nothing short of the best 
film of the year thus far.
Review rating: 5 elephants
Nice 1 bedroom 
with lots of stor-
age, 2nd  oor, o  
street parking, 1.5 
ba, lg fr w/built in 
cabinets.  All appl 
and w/d. $690, 
Includes utilities, 
local phone & Internet.  Call 237-9128 
M-F 8-5.
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Melissa Schwenk • living editor
It’s hard to believe this 
will be my last Thorn arti-
cle published while I’m in 
Magdeburg, Germany; it’s 
even harder to believe that 
another school year has 
gone by and many of our 
friends won’t be joining us 
in the fall, having joined the 
‘Real World.’
As Rose’s school year 
winds down, I’m reminded 
that my own year abroad 
will soon be over. Sure, 
the beginning of August is 
twelve weeks away, which 
are sure to be jam packed 
with nights out with friends 
and days in the park, but 
how can that be even close 
to enough time to do every-
thing? 
As the seniors prepare 
for commencement and the 
rest of campus prepares 
for whatever their summer 
holds, remember to enjoy 
every moment. Don’t give 
up on homework but re-
member to spend time with 
friends you won’t see again 
until fall or homecoming. 
In three weeks I’ll have 
to start my goodbyes when 
a friend heads back to Eng-
land. As sad as that depar-
ture will be, I can only im-
agine how hard it’ll be to say 
goodbye to my church group 
and closer friends. With 
Facebook and Skype, I’m 
sure we’ll stay in touch, but 
how long before a Facebook 
friendship isn’t enough? I 
have 774 Facebook friends 
and I only talk to maybe 100 
of them. Eventually every-
one gets sucked into their 
separate worlds, with their 
own worries and cares, and 
keeping in touch with that 
one guy you met that one 
weekend away isn’t going to 
be a priority. 
Before graduation has 
come and gone, collect the 
mailing addresses of the 
people you want to stay in 
touch with. I know spending 
44 cents on a letter seems 
dumb when you can just 
send an e-mail, but believe 
me, it takes a lot of pressure 
off staying in touch. E-mails 
always feel like they need 
an urgent response, which 
can lead to a nice short term 
conversation, but if you 
want to keep in touch regu-
larly for years to come, go 
with a letter. 
People are more likely to 
respond to a letter, since it 
can be physically held and 
leisurely answered. Plus, 
everyone loves getting not 
bill mail. Combining these 
aspects creates and easy 
line of communication, 
which includes important 
life updates without the dai-
ly office gossip. Of course, 
if you want to invite them 
to something quickly, go 
for something faster, like a 
phone call. 
I can still hardly believe 
that I won’t know half the 
students on campus next 
year; it won’t be the same 
without the Class of 2011. 
But as countless songs point 
out, Time keeps rolling on, 
and so must we. Good luck 
after graduation, Class of 
’11, and to everyone else, 
have a happy and safe sum-
mer. 
Have a wonderful summer, we’ll see you 
again in tHe fall!
Morgan Lopez • staff writer
“There is this paradigm 
that exists…” begins John-
ston Barclay as he leans for-
ward and takes a heavy drag 
off his cigarette, “that on any 
given Saturday night at mid-
night, people are at home, at 
the bar, or otherwise up to no 
good. We aim to break that 
paradigm”. In the hookah 
lounge at Smoke n’ Peace, 
he describes the Secret Terre 
Haute Midnight Bicycle Club. 
The riders are infamous for 
their friendliness and bizarre 
manifestation, with bikes 
that look more like lit up car-
nival rides than bicycles.
 I asked him how the mid-
night biking tradition start-
ed. “We didn’t start it,” he 
replied, “I’ve lived a lot of 
places, Oregon, New York…
they have similar events, 
we just brought it to Terre 
Haute.” Every two weeks in 
the summer, the Club gets 
together at a secret location, 
and at midnight sharp, goes 
on a secret route through 
Terre Haute, ending up at a 
local establishment. Cover-
ing your bike with as many 
lights as possible is encour-
aged, but safety, steward-
ship, and courtesy are man-
datory. “There are three 
rules,” Barclay continues, 
“Keep your bike maintained, 
don’t do crazy [stuff], and 
be a good neighbor. People 
would get kicked out of the 
club for littering.” 
The Club is all about hav-
ing good clean fun, and pro-
moting bicycle awareness. 
Barclay describes bars as 
places full of advertising, 
where there isn’t much else to 
do but watch the game or hit 
on people, but Barclay isn’t 
anti-bar:  “People don’t even 
realize they have a choice!” 
he explains, “In Terre Haute, 
it should be all about grab-
bing a buddy and saying ‘hey- 
let’s go for a bike ride!’, not 
about settling for whatever 
everyone else is doing. We 
can make our own fun.” 
Barclay is a kindly and fas-
cinating character, enthu-
siastic about the Club and 
its camaraderie. Though the 
club is secretive by nature, 
and members can only join 
by invite, Barclay is making 
a special exception for Rose 
students. “We don’t do social 
networking, we communicate 
through email, and everyone 
in the club is there because 
he or she knows someone 
who knows someone… but 
Rose students are a unique 
bunch. I would love to have 
more Rose students join us.” 
Barclay leans back for a mo-
ment and his gaze shifts up-
ward in thought. “Write this 
down,” he says, “tell [Rose 
students] that if they want 
to join, to listen to Myke Fla-
herty’s radio 
show on The 
Monkey on 
W e d n e s d a y 
the 25th [of 
May] be-
tween 5:30-
7:30 pm, for 
details on 
how to get 
involved.” So 
if you want 
to become a 
night biker, 
you’ll have 
to tune in to 
90.7 FM at 
the end of school to do so.
 If you’re not around Terre 
Haute for the summer, 
Barclay offers tips that ap-
ply to anyone, on a bicycle at 
any time of day or night. He 
stresses the importance of 
proper bicycle maintenance, 
and says that even simple 
things like keeping your tires 
properly inflated, and test-
ing your gears and brakes 
before you head out can 
prevent many accidents and 
inconveniences. He also sug-
gests that bikers always use 
lights because they are in-
expensive, 
and highly 
e f f e c t i v e 
for mak-
ing oneself 
visible to 
motoris ts . 
“And don’t 
wear your 
iPod,” he 
adds with a 
chuckle, as 
he recounts 
a story of 
almost be-
ing run 
down by a 
truck while biking with his 
headphones on. 
Barclay rattles off a few or-
ganizations that people who 
enjoy biking would really 
get in to. He encourages stu-
dents to check out The Herit-
age Bike Club, Rance Fuqua’s 
Facebook page, and Critical 
Mass, who he describes as “a 
bunch of cool bikers who like 
to get together and promote 
bike awareness.” As we leave 
Smoke ‘n Peace, Barclay re-
iterates the nature of the Se-
cret Terre Haute Midnight 
Bicycle Club. “We’ve had 
local business owners and 
even members of local gov-
ernment join…I can’t say 
who because, you know, it’s 
a secret, but it’s a lot of fun…
minds have been blown by 
this. It would be really great 
if you would join us on our 
next ride, and I really hope 
we can recruit more cool 
people from your school... 
I can trust Rose kids not 
to get too rowdy or obnox-
ious, they’re smart, interest-
ing, and they’re people we 
would genuinely like to get 
to know.” 
Become a secret night biker
As time goes by...
”
Rose students 
are a unique 
bunch. I would 
love to have 
more Rose stu-
dents join us.
` 
 
Your home away from home! 
Why Sharp Flats East? Why not?! We offer 
very affordable college living just a short 
distance from Rose Hulman’s campus. 
There are several local attractions just a 
few minutes away, and Rollies pizza on 
site! Call us today! 
Adjacent to Rose-Hulman! 
 
 6710 Wabash –  (812)  877-1146 –  sharpf lats@gmail.com 
Here’s What We’ve Got For YOU! 
One Bedrooms- These offer a spacious floorplan 
with separate bedroom, living room, kitchen 
and bathroom. All you pay is electric! 
Studios- These cozy apartments offer a 
bedroom/living area, bathroom, and 
kitchenette. All utilities paid! 
Efficiencies- These very affordable rooms 
feature a set-up perfect for studying or just 
hanging out! All utilities paid! 
We also have on site laundry and a community 
kitchen that any tenant can use!  
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 Letters
to the editor
To the successors of Percopo Hall
Natural resources and the 
need for conservationThe other side of the desk
   
Dr. Sudipa Kirtley 
faculty writer
  
We all know that hu-
man encroachment into the 
world’s resources has been 
devastating to our planet. 
We are destroying hundreds 
of thousands of acres of for-
ests, disrupting the natural 
ecology with it, and we are 
polluting the water and the 
atmosphere, probably to 
shocking, no-return points. 
A little research into these 
topics leaves you depressed 
and sometimes frustratingly 
helpless, especially when 
we realize that our modern 
lives simply will not go on 
“normally” without exploit-
ing some natural resource. 
For instance, we have to take 
the car out in the morning to 
get to our day’s destinations, 
adding harmful emissions 
into the atmosphere, and we 
have to buy items for eve-
ryday life that often comes 
packaged in non-recyclable 
materials. However, now we 
know that although there is 
not much to undo our slips, 
there are measures that we 
can take which will slow down 
the rate of destruction to our 
planet. This way we could, at 
least, leave the smallest car-
bon footprint, and make that 
one of our life’s important 
goals.  
I will only focus here on 
only one of our many dis-
paraging deeds, and what it 
has done to the ocean wild-
life. We have created a plas-
tic waste “soup” region that 
covers the Pacific Ocean 
from about 500 nautical 
miles from the Californian 
coast, almost all the way to 
Japan; this soup spans an 
area twice the size of the 
United States, and is grow-
ing at an incredibly fast 
rate. It contains about 100 
million tons of garbage, ac-
cording to oceanographer 
Charles Moore. The under-
lying currents in the ocean 
make many localized swirl-
ing garbage patches, and the 
largest of them is the Great 
Pacific Garbage Patch. This 
particular patch extends 
over 10 million square 
miles. 80% of this plastic 
garbage originates from the 
land, from beach wastes, 
from wastes purposefully 
dumped into waterways, 
and from trash from the 
streets that makes its way 
into the ocean by storm 
drains and other waterways. 
You see, plastic is notorious 
when it comes to breakdown 
into natural ingredients; 
the ultimate product upon 
years of environmental bio-
degradation still remains in 
the form of plastic, only in 
smaller pieces. Of course, if 
it is incinerated, then it is 
no better, as toxic chemicals 
are then released into the 
atmosphere.
If we take a closer look at 
what this plastic garbage has 
done to marine life and birds, 
the figures are staggering. 
Imagine the numerous spe-
cies of wildlife living under 
these conditions, suffering 
from starvation and thirst, 
ingesting toxic materials as 
food, feeding their young the 
same garbage, on a regular 
basis, for years. Albatross 
carcasses now reveal plas-
tic trash in their stomachs, 
which range from bottle caps, 
to cigarette lighters, ropes, 
and toothbrushes, and this is 
not even including the small 
degraded bite-size plastic 
pieces that make up the bulk 
of the soup. About 90% of 
dead Laysan albatross chicks 
that scientists have found re-
cently have plastic garbage in 
their stomachs. Moore alone 
has found plastic debris six 
times the amount of plankton 
in that area. Moore notes that 
over 50% of the hundreds of 
fish that they have opened up 
have plastic in their guts.
I observe that these days 
it is almost fashionable to 
carry plastic drink bottles, 
whether we are going to 
business meetings or to the 
gymnasium, and we seldom 
pause and think of the ulti-
mate fate of the bottles if we 
do not recycle them properly. 
Many regions in the US still 
do not practice recycling of 
plastic, and people are still 
oblivious of the fate of plas-
tic if casually thrown into the 
garbage. Perhaps we should 
slowly eliminate the use of 
disposable plastic bottles, 
and use one good one (plas-
tic or otherwise) for carrying 
our drink. Perhaps we should 
also eliminate the rampant 
use of plastic grocery bags, 
and be vigilant about reusing 
these bags or recycling them 
properly. Perhaps a small fee 
could be charged every time 
the check-out cashier uses a 
plastic bag to hold your gro-
ceries. How about not buy-
ing any of the non-recyclable 
packaged items at all? Now 
we are hearing a similar plas-
tic soup horror story devel-
oping on the Atlantic Ocean. 
These stories will only get 
worse from here if we do not 
take firm steps quickly. Most 
of us tend to act as if our life 
goals are the most central 
events, and forget to realize 
that if we do not take care of 
our earth for our future gen-
erations, no one else will. 
Mr. Brian Dyer,
Given what happened this 
week, I must speculate that you 
are not familiar with the stand-
ards of e-mail notification at this 
Institute.  Any important event 
(and this is a very important 
event) is typically preceded by an 
e-mail a week in advance, one a 
few days in advance, and one or 
two more on the day of the event. 
Why?  Because otherwise e-mails 
get lost in the storm of notifica-
tions that someone left their car’s 
lights on, the three-message all-
campus thread thanking Bunny 
and Greg for the Performing Arts 
Series*, and the five or so notices 
about upperclass housing.  This is 
what happened to me.
I now find out that I have 
missed the senior picture and 
graduation practice, after ignor-
ing a vague e-mail earlier today 
about a “Senior Sendoff” social 
event that encouraged me to 
bring $10 for a “Mystery Event” 
from our ever-helpful SGA presi-
dent.  Naturally, an exam due at 
5:30 took priority over what I 
assumed to be yet another event 
featuring SGA senators merci-
lessly overcooking hamburger.
So I ask, for the benefit of fu-
ture seniors and campus as a 
whole, that you clean up the mess 
that is event notification on this 
campus.  It is clear that introduc-
ing Sharepoint has not solved 
the problem, and that the lack 
of guidelines for those with all-
campus e-mail privileges (or the 
disregard for those guidelines, 
should they exist) permits abuse 
by the same.
Thomas Most
Class of 2011, Software engi-
neering major
Richard Thai • staff writer
  
Rose-Hulman’s first face to me wasn’t the spir-
ited freshman orientation. I started with Fast 
Track Calculus, Rose-Hulman’s intense five-
week course “carrot-sticking” credit for Calcu-
lus I, II, and III. Ask anyone who’s been through 
Fast Track Calculus; it’s tough. We were housed 
in Percopo Hall and we were constantly working 
under a single rule: nobody is to work in their 
room. It was a small axiom (one of two, the sec-
ond was to never do homework on a Friday), but 
it made a big difference in the experience. In-
stead of small private groups chugging away at 
the problems, all of the collaboration was public. 
The grueling assignments fostered camaraderie 
and two years later, we’re all still best friends.
Migrating to the freshmen halls was an in-
teresting change of pace, but it didn’t lose that 
touch of fellowship. Regardless of major, every-
one had the same introductory courses and was 
essentially guaranteed to be taking classes with 
someone that lived on the floor—meaning there 
were plenty of study parties. The summer of Fast 
Track Calculus never ended.
With this spring term coming to end, the staff 
view “Et Tu, Roomy?” comes to my mind. I can’t 
help but wonder if the rising freshmen heeded 
the warning. It’s a small school, and betrayal 
over housing is hardly worth rattling our early 
college friendships over.
Moving on, I was lucky enough to be housed 
in Percopo this year, but it definitely contrasted 
from what I had been experiencing up to now 
and I would think most people who lived in Per-
copo may think similarly.
If I could add a postscript to that article, it’s 
this: in Percopo, most people did their home-
work holed up in their rooms and made their 
ruckus in the lobbies when it should be the other 
way around.
Also, never do homework on a Friday.
Police: protecting us, or 
overstepping their authority?
Carly Baehr
opinions editor emeritus
  
Ask yourself this: if you’re walk-
ing down the street and see a po-
lice officer or a squad car, do you 
feel safer because they’re there 
to protect you, or do you feel a 
little bit nervous, like you might 
be guilty of something without 
knowing it?
Many Americans like to feel 
safe and secure because our jus-
tice system is looking out for us. 
But our justice system is far from 
perfect—crimes go unsolved, 
innocent people are falsely ac-
cused and still end up in prison, 
suspects go through long and 
protracted legal battles before 
defeating accusations of crimes 
they never committed. I am not 
a criminal, but I still often feel a 
tiny twinge of unease when I see 
a police car, because police offic-
ers, like all of us, are human, and 
humans make mistakes.
Don’t get me wrong—most po-
lice officers, like most citizens, are 
good people, and do things “by 
the book,” as they say. But when 
the police do something wrong, 
whether intentionally or not, who 
is there to protect the rest of us? 
In the age of information, some-
thing that should be able to check 
the power of law enforcement is 
a camera. Let’s say there’s a fight 
of some kind between a law en-
forcement officer and a citizen, 
with no witnesses. The citizen 
cries police brutality, and the po-
lice officer says the citizen was 
resisting arrest. If it’s the officer’s 
word against the regular guy, the 
courts will probably side with the 
police officer—but what if some-
one recorded the incident? Now 
the courts can know for sure 
who’s telling the truth and who’s 
stretching it.
Over the last few years, police 
and courts have been cracking 
down on people wielding cameras 
around police officers, citing laws 
about filming or photographing 
people without consent. There 
have been numerous incidents 
recently in which officers who 
were recorded overstepping their 
bounds have arrested the people 
doing the filming on the grounds 
that the police didn’t consent to 
being recorded—except that in 
most states, there is no expecta-
tion of privacy in public places. 
That means that if you’re out on 
the street somewhere, you don’t 
have to get consent because 
you’re already in public. People 
have gotten heavy fines and even 
jail time for trying to hold law en-
forcement accountable.
Any time there’s an imbalance 
of power, be it boss and employee 
or the government and its citi-
zens, holding the more powerful 
party responsible for its actions 
prevents the abuse of power and 
helps ensure the liberty of the 
less powerful. As long as the Na-
tional Security Administration 
is allowed to wiretap Americans 
to protect national security, we 
should be allowed to record civil 
servants in public places in order 
to protect ourselves.
*I do not mean to denigrate their hard work, but surely expressing 
thanks in a personal note would be more appropriate.
Kurtis Zimmerman • sports editor
The Lady Engineers left for Sewanee, 
Tennessee early this week to compete in 
the first round of the NCAA Divison III 
Tournament.
After a stellar regular sea-
son, finishing 14 - 4 overall 
and a perfect 8 -0 in confer-
ence matchups, the Lady 
Engineers claimed their first 
HCAC championship over 
Transylvania University to 
earn a bid in the national 
tournament.  Compiling a 
13 - 2 record against Division 
III teams this year, Rose-
Hulman fell only to DePauw 
University and Wheaton Col-
lege.
To help prepare the 
women for stiff competition 
in the tournament, extra 
matches were added to their 
spring schedule beginning in 
March.
Heading into their competition with 
Sewanee College, senior Klara Schroeder-
us (pictured, center) and freshman Marie 
Stettler led the Engineers with 16 singles 
wins each.  Freshman Colleen Stevenson 
followed closely behind with 12 victo-
ries, and senior Megan Chann (pictured, 
left) and sophomore Melissa Montgom-
ery (pictured, right) each won 11 singles 
matches.
In doubles matchups, the team of 
Chann and Stettler earned  nine wins 
at the No. 1 position.  Montgomery and 
sophomore Sage Sackett combined for 
11 wins to earn a fourth-place spot in the 
record books at No. 2 doubles.  Lastly, 
freshmen Paige Cook and Lauren Re-
berger earned eight wins at 
the No. 3 position to round 
out the doubles teams.
Rose-Hulman faced No. 18 
Sewanee College Thursday in 
the first round of the tourna-
ment; unfortunately, the En-
gineers fell to the Tigers 5 - 0 
to end their record-breaking 
season.  Their win against 
Franklin College last month 
improved them to a single-
season record of 14 wins.
Sewanee College will face 
Washington University, while 
the Lady Engineers will re-
turn home from Tennessee 
with national championship 
experience.
Women’s tennis falls to Sewanee College
Record-breaking season comes to an end
How has it felt to lead both teams 
to conference success? 
“When I first started with the men, the 
charge by the school was to just make 
the team more competitive and provide 
some instruction that would make them 
better... The conference we’re currently 
in is much more open for our team and 
its success. As for the women, last fall 
was still the most unexpected surprise 
of all the teams I’ve ever coached. I’m so 
pleased to be a part of both teams’ suc-
cesses.”
Do you have any special words 
of advice or strategies to give to 
the girls as they approach tourna-
ment time?
“The only thing that limits our girls 
from winning is just like a math prob-
lem. Give us enough time and we will 
figure it out. I prefer that they slow 
things down during the match to give 
everyone time to get in to stride so that 
they can do their best.”
Many players and coaches in-
volved in Rose-Hulman athletics 
have mentioned how supportive 
their players are. How big of a fac-
tor is this for the tennis teams?
“The culture of the team is just what 
you said. Our players may be the best 
model of what a student athlete actually 
is. These men’s and women’s teams... 
never stopped from September 1st - 
through this week. Both had the same 
goal and both basically achieved it.”
Do you have any other thoughts 
about the season or the teams this 
year?
“I’d just like to thank Brenda Goble 
who helps me behind the scenes on the 
school front and with recruiting. Larry 
Cole, who always gives me a positive 
note which makes my day go easier. My 
trainers keep our kids healthy.
“I also want to thank Megan Chann 
and David Becerra for great leadership 
for each team and for setting up off sea-
son practices and preparing for season 
matches.
“Participating in the NCAA Tourna-
ment was a great accomplishment for 
the team.  We had a nice battle and kept 
several of the matches close.”
Thoughts from tennis coach Dan Hopkins
The women’s tennis team won their first HCAC championship
during the fall season to earn a spot in the NCAA Division III Tournament.
Rose-Hulman News
Engineers bested by Franklin in 
HCAC Baseball Tournament
Kurtis Zimmerman • sports editor
For the third straight season, the Fightin’ 
Engineer baseball team earned a berth in the 
HCAC Tournament.  The end-of-season dou-
ble-elimination tourney fea-
tures the top four conference 
teams in a series of games to 
determine the champion.
This year, Manchester Col-
lege finished the regular sea-
son first in the tournament in 
a tight finish between the top 
three teams.  Franklin  Col-
lege clinched the No. 2 spot, 
and Rose-Hulman and An-
derson University rounded 
out the list of contenders in 
the No. 3 and No. 4 spots, re-
spectively.
Rose-Hulman clinched a 
much-needed victory Sunday 
afternoon against Hanover 
College  to sweep the series 
against the Panthers and earn 
a spot in the tournament.  The 
Engineers finished the regu-
lar season 26 - 14 overall.
The Engineers have won the HCAC Tourna-
ment title the past two years to earn automatic 
bids to the NCAA Division III Tournament, 
and the team will shoot for its fourth consecu-
tive national tournament appearance after also 
qualifying in 2008.
Yesterday the first round began with the 
Engineers taking on the Franklin College 
Grizzlies, and after a stunning eighth-inning 
offensive performance by the Grizzlies, Rose-
Hulman lost 13 - 3.  Franklin 
scored 10 runs  in the bot-
tom of the eighth inning and 
held the Engineers scoreless 
during the final inning of the 
game to end the first round of 
play.
Due to the double-elim-
ination style of play in the 
tournament, all four teams 
remain alive and will continue 
play tomorrow.  Manchester 
College, who picked up the 
first win of the day against 
Anderson University, will take 
on Franklin College tomor-
row afternoon following the 
matchup between Rose-Hul-
man and Anderson.  If the En-
gineers pick up a win against 
Anderson tomorrow, they will 
play a second game late in the 
afternoon against the loser of 
Manchester and Franklin.
The winners of both games will compete on 
Saturday in the championship game, with the 
winner earning a spot in the NCAA Division III 
Tournament.
Three Rose athletes lead IU 
track and field meet
Rose-Hulman News
Rose-Hulman Institute of 
Technology student-athletes 
combined for one school re-
cord and three strong NCAA 
caliber performances at Indi-
ana University on Friday.
Sophomore Liz Evans led the 
effort with an NCAA Division 
III automatic qualification and 
runner-up performance in the 
women’s high jump.  Evans 
reached the NCAA automatic 
height of 5’ 7 1/4” to place sec-
ond behind only a vaulter from 
Indiana University.
The 4-x-400 meter relay 
team of sophomore Brent Aust-
gen, senior Paul Bouagnon, 
sophomore Tyler Hannan and 
junior Sutton Coleman  ran 
the fifth-ranked time in NCAA 
Division III this season with a 
winning effort of 3:15.21.  The 
mark drops the school record 
by more than two seconds and 
puts Rose-Hulman into provi-
sional status in a men’s sprint 
relay event for the first time.
Coleman ran the sixth best 
time in the NCAA Division III 
110-meter high hurdles this 
season to place sixth against 
Division I competition.  Cole-
man was the only non-Division 
I finalist and ran the second 
best time of his career with 
an NCAA provisional mark of 
14.59 seconds.
Senior Derek Bischak 
snapped a 29-year old school 
record with a 1,500-meter 
time of 3:54.87 to place sec-
ond overall.  Bischak broke the 
record previously established 
by cross country All-American 
Mike O’Brien in 1982.
Other competitors on the 
day included sophomore Col-
lin Crowson  with a 12th place 
in the pole vault (14-11); soph-
omore Greg Larmore with 
a 14th place in the hammer 
throw (152-5); freshman An-
drew Thompson with a 15th in 
the 1,500-meter run (4:08.05); 
and sophomore Creasy Claus-
er with a 16th place and heat 
victory in the 800-meters 
(2:19.23).
Selected individuals will re-
turn to action next weekend at 
the University of Louisville fol-
lowed by Outdoor Nationals at 
the end of the month.
Michael Kovacs led the Engi-
neer effort with a home run 
and two RBIs. 
Rose-Hulman News
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Matt Melton • perpetual academic
10. A meal plan. Where else can I walk five minutes to 
get Subway or Noble Roman’s? Now I’m going to have to 
learn how to cook. Boo.
9. The free t-shirts. Seriously, I haven’t bought a new t-
shirt in six years. 95% of my t-shirts say Rose on them. 
I’m a walking advertisement everyday of the week.
8. The partying. Other schools party because they can. 
Rose kids party to survive. Still, I’d rather party at Rose 
because the worst thing that happens is you get written 
on because you left your shoes on. Good times.
7. Intramurals. You thought the freshmen fifteen was 
bad? Try the year after graduation forty. Plus, I’m not 
going to get a free mug every year. Sad day.
6. There’s always the right person. Seriously, there’s al-
ways some guy/girl at Rose that can fix your computer, 
catch and cook fish from Speed Lake, has an extra cable 
for your PC, configure your wireless router… Whatever 
techie need you have, there’s a Rose kid that can help 
you out.
5. The professors. They’re some of the coolest people 
over the age of 30 that I have ever met. I promise that 
me being late to class is not a reflection on you – I just 
tend to be a slap on days that don’t start with an “S.”
4. The Housekeeping staff. Having to take out the laun-
dry isn’t what I’m going to miss about Rose, it’s the ran-
dom conversations with the housekeepers and janitors 
of Percopo, Skinner, the Apartments, and all the other 
residence halls.
3. Residence Life Staff. Ever played Fantasy Football, 
Poker, and Beer Pong with the people who stop you 
from playing beer pong in the lobbies? More fun than 
it should be.
2. The nerdiness. Where else can you hear jokes about 
radians and tootsie rolls? Or assume that everyone 
knows what Schrödinger’s cat is? I’m losing half my 
jokes when I leave her because the people hearing them 
won’t know what the heck I’m talking about.
1. The Rose Community. To me, a res hall floor is like 
a big house with 20 other rooms I can hang out in and 
have in a good time. Next year, I’ll get an apartment 
with…myself. Downgrade.
Aw, who am I kidding? One way or another, I’ll be back 
here next year. See you all at Homecoming! (If not the 
first day of classes…)
Wacky prof quotes
“I don’t have pink pumps... I have pink stilettos.”—Dr. Ar-
tigue. Don’t even get him started on his ecru wedges... 
what color is ecru, anyways?
“Then you’d have to join the Math Mafia, and I’m the 
ring leader.”—Dr. Finn, who knows how to make you a 
problem set you can’t refuse.
“What’s that one Russell Crowe movie where he’s a gladi-
ator and runs around killing people? Oh yeah, Gladia-
tor.”—Dr. Coppinger, whose favorite movies include 
‘Snakes on a Plane’ and ‘That 90’s Romantic Comedy 
with the Blonde Guy.’
“They’re probably losing some business with their she-
nanigans.”—Dr. Mason, head of the Committee for 
Proper Control and Regulation of Schenanigans.
“This is probably way too easy, so let me confuse you.”—
Dr. Wollowski, making sure his students get their 
headdesk quota for the day.
Rose Profs say crazy things. 
E-mail them to the Flipside at 
thorn-flipside@rose-hulman.edu
Rose Men of Genius
Celebrating the unsung heroes of Rose-Hulman Noël Spurgeon • humor editor
Today we salute you, Mr. Speed Lake Sunbather. As soon as the ice began to melt, you made 
your way out onto the raft, a majestic ship on your way to a floating paradise. You consider 
it the first sign of summer, even more so than the trees springing into leaf or the simultane-
ous swelling of 2,000 sinuses at the first sign of oak pollen. You lie on the raft like a beacon 
of afternoon sun and Styrofoam coolers, the sun glinting of your winter-whitened skin and 
blinding passerby for miles. Don’t worry, though… once you come in, your new nickname will 
be ‘lobsterboy.’ Should you be inside? Probably. Do you have homework? Definitely. But for a 
few golden hours, you are whisked away to an alternate reality, one filled with long lazy days, 
free time, and perhaps, if you’re lucky, the occasional woman. So here’s to you, oh Ruler of the 
Raft… we’ll have some aloe for you when you get in.
This is the Flipside disclaimer, which my editors said has to be here. All unattributed content is the fault of Noël Spurgeon (and probably Matt Melton), and all attributed content is not. Who’s excited for summer? I am! Who’s incredibly jealous of the graduating seniors? I am… 
but it’s okay. They have to go to jobs and dress like productive adults while I get to keep my socks and sandals. Unless they’re a CS, in which case they have a job that not only lets them wear shorts, it pays them in unicorn sparkles and $10,000 dollar bills. I’m bitter now.
Top “10” Ten
Things I will miss about Rose
That sound you hear
Bennie Waters • Dang hippie
Stephen Mayhew • Outdressing you, two pant legs at a time
It’s your soul crying out for sunlight
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